The remainder of the book is devoted to methods for the study of chemotherapeutic resistance in bacteria and cancer cells and to methods of cultivating dispersed animalcells. It would be hard to think of a more useful handbook for any scientific investigator actively engaged in any of these four fields. An adequate subject index adds to its value. W The book is divided into sessions, some designed for children and some for the adolescent and the adult, and covers the range of defects and difficulties for which the help of speech therapists is usually needed. The author stresses the bringing of parents into the teaching, and stimulates doctors and teachers to desert 'laissez faire' and 'he'll grow out of it' for active observation and help. Her description of the perfect speech therapist, who naturally needs all the qualities, the skill, the moral strength and the high purpose of anyone treating afflicted humans, will do nothing to cure undercrowding of this important auxiliary medical and pedagogic service. This little book meets the need referred to in its preface in providing a concise practical book to be kept permanently in the pocket. It should only be used as an emergency book of reference after perusal of the first half has provided a sound theoretical basis of the subject. The second half is an excellent practical manual and the clinical examples show exactly how to calculate fluid replenishment. Dr Taylor emphasizes .that calculations of the deficit of isotonic sodiumcontaining fluids from the plasma sodium concentration are inexact and hazardous. His practice of doubling the deficiency calculated from the departure of the plasma sodium from the normal value and the extracellular fluid volume is a useful compromise which can be repeated after treatment. Sections not often encountered in this kind of book deal with children and with head injuries. In the all-too-brief section on treatment of chronic anemia by blood transfusion it is not made sufficiently clear that to restore the hoemoglobin to 100% by transfusion is unnecessary and may even be harmful. Although the account of aspirin and salicylate poisoning is up to date and accurate, especially in emphasizing differences between adults and children, one would have liked a more extensive account of forced diuresis therapy, now so widely employed in other forms of poisoning.
The appendix alone is worth the small cost and includes a mass of useful data. This is an excellent book and will be widely used.
C H GRAY
